
Distribution Policy  

This catalog describes software available from faculty research groups in the 
Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences at the University of 
California, Berkeley.  

Generally, the Department's philosophy is to make the source code available "as 
is," as a public service, for research purposes. The open-software approach was 
well received with the SPICE program, and it has significantly contributed to the 
popularity of the UNIX operating system. Today, this open-software approach 
encompasses other programs such as the 1986 VLSI Tools, OctTools, EDIF, 
BSIM3, Ptolemy, SAMPLE Group Programs, and SPICE. It has resulted in 
mutually beneficial working relations with industry, government agencies, and 
other universities. This philosophy also promotes the open exchange of 
information within the academic community and allows students to take their 
programs with them upon completion of their degrees. Today, much of the 
computer-aided design work in the department is sponsored by companies with 
the implicit understanding that the results will be made available industry-wide.  

The research software license agreement form, on the back of the order form, 
describes the conditions governing the distribution of our software programs. 
This form must be signed by an authorized representative of your organization to 
indicate that the licensee has read and will abide by the conditions of the 
agreement. These conditions arise from concerns expressed by the EECS 
faculty, Regents of the University of California, U.S. Government, and research 
sponsors.  

Please note: The University is not liable for any infringement of copyright or 
other proprietary rights brought by third parties against the licensee of the 
software/documentation provided under the agreement. The University does not 
have the same controls over its faculty, students, and staff that a private 
company would have over its employees. The software/documentation is often 
the by-product of a research project and is provided to others for the cost of 
reproduction and distribution, as opposed to private companies, which would 
charge a much higher license fee, as they are operated on a for profit basis. 
The disclaimer of warranty means that the University cannot be held liable to the 
customer in the event the customer is sued for copyright or other proprietary right 
infringements. This is appropriate in a situation where, as here, an academic 
institution is providing the software basically for the benefit of other entities and 
only for the cost of distribution, reproduction, and materials.  

To facilitate the use of the programs within your organization, unless otherwise 
stated in the program description herein, your organization may make an 
unlimited number of copies of code and documentation for internal use within 
your organization. However, the copies must bear the copyright notice appearing 
on the documentation and code as being for internal use only.  



Most of our software may be freely redistributed either within your organization or 
to other organizations, both within the United States and abroad, subject to the 
following restrictions:  

1. You must not charge for the University of California code itself. The 
research was supported by funds contributed by a wide variety of 
organizations and the faculty feel that the results should be made freely 
available. However, you may charge for additions, extensions, or support 
that you provide.  

2. Any product based on University of California software must acknowledge 
in its documentation that the product is based on software developed by 
the [research group name], Department of Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Sciences, University of California, Berkeley.  

3. Redistribution must conform to all U.S. Government restrictions, 
particularly those concerning export. These restrictions may even apply to 
redistribution within an internal organization. The University of California 
takes no responsibility for the export of any technology derived from its 
research.  

4. For software with additional restrictions, the licensee agrees to all 
additional terms governing distribution of that software.  

5. The licensee agrees to reproduce any copyright notice that appears on the 
software documentation provided under this agreement on any copy or 
modification of such made available to others by licensee.  

Several programs carry special restrictions that are detailed in the catalog. For 
example, some software is based on licensed material and cannot be provided or 
redistributed without licenses from other organizations; other programs may not 
be redistributed without explicit permission from the authors. You must sign an 
additional letter of non-redistribution for each of these programs that you wish to 
obtain, and you may have to present particular licenses to obtain the software.  

Some of the programs distributed by the Industrial Liaison Program's Software 
Distribution Office are not available outside of the United States. Please consult 
the program descriptions for foreign distribution availability. Those programs not 
available from this office for foreign distribution may often be obtained from 
software libraries such as DECUS -- ordering information for DECUS is available 
in the back of this catalog.  

Should you wish to redistribute this software outside the United States (even 
within your own organization), it is your responsibility to ensure compliance with 
the distribution restrictions stated herein for each program, as well as with all 
government regulations restricting the export of technology.  

We consider the documentation for research software to be equivalent to papers 
published in the open literature; thus the Industrial Liaison Program makes most 
documentation available outside the United States, provided that the recipient 
files a letter of assurance with the Industrial Liaison Program in advance.  
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